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PARKS AND RECREATION

Park Advisory Board Meeting Minutes February 19th, 2025

Call to order:
The recent Park Advisory Board Meeting was held on February 19th, 2025, at the Belle Johnston Community
Center. The meeting was called to order at 6:06pm by Christine Turner and seconded by Lorraine Haynes.

Attendees

Matthew Jakubowski (Staff) Randy Brantley Kris McVey (Vice Chair)
Shi Cain (Staff) Lorraine Haynes Stacy Shatterly
Christine Turner (Chair) Ivette Isaacs Amy Smith

Public Comment: None

New Business

Approval of minutes:

Christine made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 13th, 2024, meeting.
Motion approved and seconded by Kris McVey; all favor by all.

Director Updates:

Christmas Tree Lighting: The event went well and such a cool event we put on each year. We
had 300-500 guests that attended (ran out of all 300 s’mores). It really is a neat event
because we have fire with s’'mores, the Pineville Carolers, we have the arts and crafts, Santa
is there and Biggby helps us with hot coco. We also have the train and this year we had Elsa,
and the Grinch. It really is a cool event. It was kind of a little introduction to Shi for the
chaos.

Valentines Banquet: We just did the seniors valentines banquet 2 weeks ago. Thank you,
Ivette, for helping, she always works the front and thank you Kris for your daughters as well.
So, we had 172 that signed up, we had around 150 that attended. It is one of the best
events, it is so neat, and we spend a chunk of money on it. This year we had a magician for
entertainment, and it got pushed back a little bit. Ivette mentions that the food does not
look very appetizing, but everyone was saying how good it tastes. Kris asked Matthew if we
received any type of feedback on the magician and he heard good things. However, Ivette
does state how the magician only performed two acts within his 45 minutes of the show.
Ivette suggested the podium for check-in, rather than the table. Next year, Matthew and Shi
will make a few changes for entertainment.

McCullough Greenway Update: They had some design issues. They did something with the
caps and the measurements were off. They had to have engineer drawings, so they did not
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have to pull out the pilons. The engineers had to create caps because the measurements
were off. Kris said she had heard they were supposed to look one way, but it is because
there are supposed to be 3 pilons on both sides and they’re a foot off from each other. They
did get approve from engineering to create a cap and cap it. Ryan is going to council to go
over damages in the contract because they were supposed to be done on January 17". They
have not touched the greenway since October/during fall fest. The new schedules went out
and the date to be finished is July 2.
Outdoor Pickleball Courts: The ARPA funds got moved to the pickleball courts. They are
going to be put at Jack Hughes in April. The three pickleball courts will be built on the left-
hand side at the end of Jack Hughes across from field 4. The design that will happen
eventually is the expansion where we can do other things such as basketball courts, and
tennis courts. The ARPA funds are the last bit of COVID money that is being used on the
pickleball courts. We are going to make the courts very colorful, so they stand out. They are
cool designs, and the courts will be done in 3 different colors. The way the courts will be set
up is linear style and the asphalt will go all the way to the curb where there will be
wheelchair accessibility cutouts. There are 8-foot fences around that separate the courts,
which are 3 feet. Asphalt for the pickleball courts will be around April/May because of the
temperatures. The curing will take around 30 minutes and a 2-month process. The longest
part will be the grading and laying the asphalt. There will also be no lighting around the
courts, but we are excited for these pickleball courts and would love to eventually
incorporate some leagues.
Southern Towns Meeting: They have reached out about another meeting with the location
being in Matthews. Matthew and Ryan have been working hard to get Mecklenburg county
to help with the funding of Jack Hughes’ expansion. The things Matthew mentioned are,
partner with Mecklenburg County Jack Hughes expansion and trying to enroll in the CIP
(Capital Improvement Plan). With the help of Meck County we would be able to increase our
Parks and Recreation facility to create a multifunctional field that will provide basketball
courts, track, dis-golf, and Sand Volleyball, etc. for the community.
Matthew gave out some exciting news. We are trying to get Shi into some after school
programs with Pineville children and the youth. We spoke briefly about getting back into
Special Needs programs/Special Olympics.
New Youth Athletic Program: Erin reached out to Matthew with a suggestion of bringing in
girls Volleyball. As we do not have any equipment for this sport. Matthew applied for a grant
under the North Carolina Amateur Youth Grant and received the grant for volleyball
equipment.
Athletic Recap:
e Youth Volleyball: Begins in March. There will be ages 12-14 (total 45) and ages 9-11
(total40).
e Youth Basketball: Last week of Basketball. We had a total of 280 kids participate in youth
basketball. The younger age group played their games at Pineville elementary, and the
older group played at Belle Johnston.



e Youth Soccer: We have 68 kids in U12, 104 kids in U5, 89 kids in U7, and 96 kids in U9,
which is a total of 357 kids. We are mainly 50% Pineville residents, but we do receive
some Fort Mill and Ballentyne kids as well.

e Adult Basketball: Starts in March. There are 6 teams registered.

PPRAB Vacancies and Appointments:
i The PPRAB currently has 9 of 9 positions filled! The board is currently in full membership.

PPRAB Member Reports

i Community Engagements: Randy mentions growing tall grass around the edge of the lake for
nesting bird eggs. He loves the benches along the lake.

ii. Resident concerns/suggestions: Lorraine’s has a concern/suggestion of making her flyer
more eligible to read in the newsletter. Matthew and Shi will adjust flyers to increase font.

Park and Recreation Department: Upcoming Events/Programs

i. Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 12t

ii. Richard Sheltra 5K/10K/Fun Run: Saturday, May 3™
iii. Spring Community Yard Sale: Saturday, May 10t
iv. Arts in the Park Festival: Saturday, May 17t

Open Discussion/Suggestions/Future Initiatives

- Christine mentions that she and her children will be putting the pollenating garden on their
radar around May when the weather starts to become nicer. They would like to go out there
and work on cleaning that area up to be able to add to it. They also want to look and see what
has made it through and what has not.

- lvette suggested we go back to live music, such as Mo Town for the Valentines Banquet and
Lorraine also suggest incorporating line dancing.

- Lorraine asked if there would be signups for the new pickleball courts. However, Matthew is
investigating how Meck County runs their sign ups to retrieve some ideas.

- James’ suggestion for the 4-miler run having stations for each mile (1 mile, 2-mile check points)
to accommodate people who may not be 4-mile runners.

Schedule of Upcoming PPRAB Meetings: 2025 Meetings: February 19t", May 21%, August 20",
November 19th

Adjourn — Christine made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Randy seconded. The meeting adjourned at
7:11pm.






